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others, only half,—but all, shining with oil or grease,
which they mix in their colors. Black they com-
monly take from the bottom of the pots; the other
colors are of various earths, as lake, or are derived
from certain roots, which yield a very fine scarlet
color: and they paint themselves so well that some,
at first sight, have supposed certain Barbarians to be
clothed, who were perfectly naked,—their clothes
consisting only of paint.

But those who paint themselves permanently do
so with extreme pain,—using, for this purpose,
needles, sharp awls, or piercing thorns, with which
they perforate, or have others perforate, the skin.
Thus they form on the face, the neck, the breast, or
some other part of the body, some animal or mon-
ster,— for instance, an Eagle, a Serpent, a Dragon,
or any other figure which they prefer; and then,
tracing over the fresh and bloody design some pow-
dered charcoal, or other black coloring matter, which
becomes mixed with the blood and penetrates within
these perforations, they imprint indelibly upon the
living skin the designed figures. And this in some
nations is so common that in the one which we called
the Tobacco, and in that which—on account of
enjoying peace with the Hurons and with the Hiro-
quois— was called Neutral, I know not whether a
single individual was found, who was not painted in
this manner, on some part of the body. And indeed,
when the painting covers a great part of the body,
it is dangerous, especially in cold weather; and —
either through some sort of convulsion, or for some
other reason—it has caused the death of more than
one, making him a martyr to vanity and a fantastic
caprice, [10i.e., 11] in the fulfillment of which they



